
 
 

 

VINTAGE 2016 

 

Seasonal trend – The closing months of 2015 were rather dry, with practically no rainfall at 

all in December. Precipitations resumed in the new year, recording 120 mm over the month. 

Temperatures in January were average for the time of year, recording minimums of - 6°C and 

peaks of around 10°C. 

February enjoyed a similar seasonal trend, with night-time temperatures always around zero 

and peaks of about 10°C. Total rainfall in February: 150 mm. 

There was almost no snow at all, with just one very light episode on the 20th of January. 

Early spring: March was characterised by average rainfall for the period, with a total of about 

70 mm. Temperatures were within the average seasonal range with fluctuations between - 

2°C and 15°C. 

April and the opening of the buds - The vegetative phase began in April. The period was 

characterised by rain, especially towards the end of the month. Total rainfall in April: about 

60 mm. The month began with a significant rise in night-time temperatures, before falling 

again to around 5°C towards the end of the month. In just a few cases, daytime temperatures 

reached 20°C in the first half of the month. 

May and flowering – Overall, temperatures were average for the period for the whole month, 

ranging between 7°C and 23°C. Rainfall was concentrated in the middle of the month, with 

total precipitation of 80 mm. The plants revealed excellent vegetative health. Flowering 

began after the middle of the month; the growers had no particular phytopathological 

problems to deal with. 

June and setting – The first phase of the month was characterised by rains, which petered 

out from the middle of the month, with temperatures rising close to 30°C only in the last ten 

days, when the weather was very sunny with good ventilation. 

This seasonal trend ensured the plants an excellent vegetative balance, without creating big 

problems for the growers, either from the point of view of the management of the leaves or 

that of plant health. A total of about 80 mm of rain fell in June. 

July and the start of veraison – The month of July was characterised by a lack of rainfall. 

The only real precipitations were recorded between the 13th and 15th of July, totalling 

approximately 20 mm. 

Overall, temperatures for the month, despite being high, were within what has become the 

seasonal average, constantly above 30°C during the day, with minimums between 15°C and 

25°C depending on the areas. With these conditions, veraison was regular, starting from the 

middle of the month. The rainfall in the middle of the month created the typical conditions for 

a great vintage, supplying enough water to balance the high temperatures of the month of July 

and then August. 
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August and ripening – The month of August was characterised by little rain, concentrated at 

the beginning and end of the month, for a total of about 70 mm. There was an important 

temperature range, with maximum temperatures of 26°-28°C, with peaks of 32°C during the 

day and minimum temperatures of 15°-16°C at night, falling in some cases as far as 12°C. 

Ripening was therefore slow, which is very important for both the aromas and the quality of 

the tannins. The important temperature ranges also influenced the ripening of the skins, 

concentrating the aromas and dry extract, ideal characteristics for excellent quality 

production. 

September and harvest – The first week of September recorded just one day of rain, on the 

6th, when about 15 mm of rain fell. Rainfall then resumed in the middle of the month, 

recording about 80 mm between the 16th and 20th. Maximum temperatures remained close to 

30°C in the first half of the month, before falling to an average of 25°C in the second half. 

The night-time temperature range remained significant, with monthly average temperatures 

below 15°C. These conditions, combined with good ventilation, allowed a healthy grape 

harvest with important organoleptic characteristics. The first harvesting operations took place 

around the middle of the month, in the south-west area. 

October – The first half of the month saw a gradual reduction in temperatures, culminating 

around the 12th of the month with highs of around 10°C, before rising in the second half of 

the month to an average of 20°C. The middle of October coincided with rainy days, reaching 

more than 60 mm on the 15th of October. The harvest ended in the middle of the month, 

benefiting from long dry and well-ventilated periods. The grapes were characterised by 

considerable complexity in terms of aromas, elegant tannins and excellent natural acidity. 

These characteristics immediately gave the perception of a vintage of the highest quality 

level. 

Product characteristics – Deep vinous red colour, characteristic bouquet of fresh red fruit. 

Palate with an excellent tannic structure and acid content; lingering aromatic persistency in 

the nose and mouth, with evident elegance and mineral sensations. Elements of outstanding 

longevity. 

 

Number of stars: five 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tenute Silvio Nardi s.s. Loc. casale del Bosco – 53024 Montalcino SI  

 


